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SICUBXTY BiFOMATIOK From A membagsy# 'ffl.eraut 


Siikv ««jy full info*mtion regarding refugees up to ■' ; ' 

wS»*Iir 1952 *? / ’ tso *PP©od*l *» a list of the iatoygororai^ital and 

luntaiy agencies established in Austria largely toneernsd with refuge® problems* 

Aceordiag to estimates presented by the 13 voluntary societies* thev wiH 
dSS^g 3 19^ S $ld ° (X> * 000 8231 ^PP^^lmatay 1^500,000 Austrian schillings 

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees will likewiae break tnta 

EaiatejiaBC ® field in' 1952 through the sag&ndf ture ' of fmsds received 
by him fr« the Font Foundation and the no S^idaSto ***** 

In ' fe e™a^ional Labor Office <IL0> set up m Office in Henna last year 
when it was thought that that organization would administer a wry active mlaiv 
^hem in auction with the Office of European M 0oo^t^(«ff ^ 

®*f® however# has bees abandoned since plans for this scheme did not 


? ar ? au of th * Asanas Federal Chancellery which controls 28P 

SSio^A^tSS* SfS?** 4 * f ated + that a « of du@jst 2 9 1952 there were 43*73 

* of , co ^ t ® y P art grmited to asadet mterprism 

rf*?"**" 4 • on ?J4* dt i ^ persons or refugees* A breakdown of this 

total ty type of industry Is shown below?' 
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TesMle 

Chemical 

Glass 

Iron Processing 
Various 
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Toted, 


fhus almost ^^OOO^OOO of credits in Austrian scMHinga have been m&w&ei , 
to refugees or refuge® enterprises from counterpart funds under EHP® 

addition the Austrian JSnistsy of the Interior expands appy &xj natal y 90 
miUion Austrian schillings persmam on "basic feeding and h&m$m of mfmtms 
This is a charge against the annual national budget • refugee ® 

From the foregotog it .may appear that the refugee in Austria is well op Mm 
way to beyoadng a privileged person and that with sc many" orggadzatlons cate ring 1 

% l X* ^S e L^S at ^totlfieation ls therQ s therefore# for the additional program 
of the united States Government known as the President 3 ®- Escapee Program? 

As nearly as we eaa estimate# "there are 9#332 PEP elig ible® in Austria 

(@s^Epros fanv© fSoin JlX&u, Curtail coujBcfei’S.#^ £s£b©$£ -JM swd gy 194^}® 

lost of these are Csechs ant Hungarian -i a All are not^Man^peakiiigi the majority 
are under 30# single g, ablebodied# knowing some profes-sioa or trade e ApjmixSmtely 
50 percent are in eamps s Estimates of mm artivals vary® The US figure shows a 
steady fLsw into their installation of 40 per month* ®sie is estimated to be 
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aboui>2§ percent ofthe flow® This would total 160, Voluntary agencies figure 
as high as 50© a month ® 


As is well known* the Kirsten Amendment to the Mutual Security Act of 195& 
authorised the expenditure of not to exceed $100 millions 

*fer any selected persons who are residing in or escapees front the Soviet 
Union* Poland* Chechoslovakia* Hungary* Btsnanla* Bulgaria* Albania* 
Lithuania* Latvia and Estonia* or the Ccsmainiat dominated or Ceasmaaiat 
occupied areas of Germany and Austria* and any other countries absorbed by 
the Soviet Union either to form such persons into elements of the military 
forces supporting the Iferth Atlantic Treaty Organisation or for other 
purposes* when it Is similarly determined hy the {resident that such 
assistance will contribute to the defense of the North Atlantic area and 
to the security of the United States*® 


The first part of this Amendment has not been implemented in Austria because 
Austria is not a mss fees’ of MATO® 


Oa «arch 24* 1952 President Truman wrote a letter to Mr, Barrlman* Mutual 
Security Director* stating thats 


*®. s 3 have today determined that it will contribute to the defense of 
the North Atlantic area and to the security of the United States te initiate 
a program to improve the reception and treatment and to secure the resettle- 
nent of qualified people who escape from the Iron Curtain area. This program 
will supplement* but in no sense supersede* the effort# being made by the 
countries bordering on the Iron Curtain area which carry the main 
responsibility for taking care of these people®* 



are engaged in receiving the refugee will 

tS^ot^ha^helr Journey is most perilous and that «®3y those with a strong 
comp elling reason for sustained, flight will decide to flee and to make their way 
through the maty barriers to freedom that lie in their path® Mum these persons 
arrive in Austria they literally have nothing* nor do they haw very much hope of 
obtaining gainful employment in the country of first asylum® For the meat part* 
they are non-German speaking® They only add to the increasing unemployment 
factor in Austria® Their type become# a burden m the Austrian Government® 
Therefore* Austria* even though sympathetic to Western Ideology * is net encourage 
ing the Influx of more escapees® 

0m@ successful in the escape effort these persons are confused and 
1*ewS.Meyed for several months* most of them having known nothing but the despotic 
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and highly regulated rule of Oaraussisa during their formative years® They aril 
unable to plan, unable to think for themselves comp detely unprotected from the 
hurly-burly of competitive life in the Western world® let they bring a valuable 
message depertSlng upon their experiences, their intelligence and their eapabili- 
ties and it is this message which is of inestimable value to those who seek by 
every means to obtain an accurate picture of conditions behind the Iren Gurtain© 

It i» a ' therefore, the concept of high United States Government authorities that 
the United States which, by virtue Of its propaganda encourages defection to the 
Western world, must do everything it can t# see 'that escapees are made welch®* on 
their arrivalj that they are slowly reconditioned for resettlement and finally 

resettled in areas where they can start a new life® It is our experience that 

the reception accorded to escapees becomes knows behind the Iron Curtain in place* 
from which they come. It is a part of Our program to see that the messages that 
go behind as a result of our handling of HP eligible* will encourage further 
defection and result in ike maintenance of a steady flee of defectors® 

It may "be seen, therefore, that no other gorerameatsl, intergovernmental «r 
voluntary agency presently operating in the refuge* field is *<pl|sp«i to handle 
this kind of a probleaio By virtue of the mandate under which it operates, PEP 
does not and Will not duplicate what is being done for refugees by other groups© 
Every effort is made here in Austria to correlate the PEP program with projects 
for refugee relief sponsored by other agencies « 

PSP does not relieve the Austrian Government of its basic responsibility for 
housing and feeding of all refugees® PEP supplements, but In a© way supersedes, 
this basic obligation of the Austrian Government® Purtherswsr#, because of the 
control exercised over D„P® matters by the High Coundeslomr, good method# exLsffe 
for holding the Austrians to this coundteento 

A matter which i* of paramount Importance in iapl«m«jting the authority that 
stem* from the Act under which PEP operates, is that of adequate safeguards t© 
the end' that United States public ftseds are' spent id the best interest of the 
taxpayer® It is oar experience that voluntary agencies ' though whoa, In largp part, 
care ami maintenance and resettlement project* will be carried, 'out, have not 
heretofore been aebtustoraed fc© coping with the sdainSStrative procedure* desired 
by our Government far the protection of public funds® Rather the voluntary 
a ge ncies have been used- 1® Ike IRO type of fund expesdSbus# and, therefore, need 
to undergo a period of bureaucratic indoctrination 0 JSr® bhrrsa. who is Chief of 
tim Country Unit of PEP located here in Wei* will briefly outline the means 
designed by Ids office in conjunction with the adMMstrative Office of the Brassy 
to insure that all PIP funds are strictly accounted for and properly emended® 

It is requested that »n presentunderstand that the President®'# Escapee 
Program Is still in a formative stage© Those working with the program in the 
field have been required to improvise procedures and doubtless will be expected 
to" adapt overall instructions to country by country condl idohs® It is therefor# 
difficult at this stage to state with certainty in exactly what way an eliglbl# 
escapee will be assisted with PEP feas dm® 

' W» have, however, pri visional guides, copies of whl^i were inserted- is the 
vordrfolder# given you on your arrival® 1# the Hold we contlmally bear ia Mad 
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that ths "basic objective of the pro gram is to prspasv the escape© hjwwolf ;fsg*: 
retMileiamt and then to bo afe&* to »m qaiekty to got ellgibles before ■ resettle- 
ment s&ssi cm m mm as country resettlement mMmms become tejowa® ' ' For illustra- ' 
tire purposes sn33$:X wotsM'ssle yen to think 'for a mmmt "brnt t© yew visit at the 
Interrogation Cercfcar this morning* there you saw PEP allgiblea whoilgttfaiively 
speaking wean* only yesterday behind the Iron Curtain® those people become oar 
problem® Us sow as they have be« debriefed they 'are moved by the' Austrians te a 

camp in the neighborhood of Lina for a complete physical check® the saraaday they 

ale admitted to damp 1001 which yon likewise visited® Iher% but for FEP? they 
would rmmSm chargee of the Austrian Goir«ras»ttfe a objects of solicitude on the part 
of voluntary agencies? bat in large measure their lives would be identified with 
the' SOj.OGCMwM samp inmates and they would quietly begin to wonder whether their 
escape t« freedom had been worthwhile® 

Such am iistlvldual would be registered with us? his eligibility determined 
and after security clearance? it would b4 our intention to move him into a 
segregated eaap- where he would be able to participate in various agency 
projects depsnd&ngnpoa Msiidiwidual necessities and ^ 

would embrace®, among others®, Ms physical' fitness' and cleanliness? i*e, s medical 
treatment p addi tional small allAtxaants of soap for personal cleanliness and 
laundry^ sanitary napkins? and repleidshmesit ©f eb jests contained in wsleome Mis* 
Die man wo are dealing with speaks no language that would be helpful to 'Mm in 
rwti&tMsttt eewteiei-* ' Therefore? ha will be offered language courses* 
be helped to perfect a sMXX after suitable tasting for skills mad 
thus® if Braadll for esasple? requires laborers with elementary background in 
electrical engineering? we would hope to supply eligiblea vhe might <paliiy trader 
such a - schemes Wb will try to sot that at all times an eligible has valid V 
daeaaenbaido® that will enable hi® to be presented to a yeesttiamest mission 
qualified trm a teebniefiX point of view to being moved in Short order© 

All 'of these assistance schemes have a direct bearing on resettlement© There 
are others? however? no less important? the offset of which on resdbtlenanfc' is 
indirect ®. For eawaple? an eligible met be clothed and in the degree to which he 
is warn and dry? he will be bettor able to adapt himself for reaettleamta He 
must' be taken out of an environment where at the present time he suffers in 
comparison to the refugee TdlJ*»d«itsch -who are more readily employable in Austria® 
merefore? we have' a problem in securing fbr him better housing® ' It is- our 
mepmeimm that the new arrival is debilStated due t© insuffieisnt- cr unbalamed 
diet© His feeding will be a probl«a® ' X am sure all would agree that- it i® 
necessary to keep morale among these people at a high level, and in' this respect? 
we, operate at an initial handicap® these- individuals win have loft close family 
relations back hems with the Jmsaladgs that these -loved- eases will bo doubtlessly 
subjected to cruel and Inhuman treatment because of the dofeoMcn of one of their 
members* We wi.ll try to help the escapee forget the past and build tmr the future® 

Before asking Mr* warren to describe briefly the operations of M* office? X 
would like to ask that you recall your visit here today when ym. are engaged in 
the vaxy important tatdc of preparing legislation affecting refugees * We here?' are 
«sly a ana'll part Of our governmental ’machinery? meet of which is set up m Ibe 
Waeip of legislation passed' by Congress* In 'initiating this program w» operate 
aadsar the severe bardicap that the United States Oerexmment has no immigration _ 
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le^platlTre program fa the 0**1* ' S^steib wfal«h offaira ie 

tM» type ©f person little or a© ^p^rfcuaittea far ?«a#ttlsm»5 i» ©ur -«©i®tllr® 

Wi arnst then# 1 oak. t© .sthar eouatffi©* t© rosel!* time* pa&plt and ©f$jt thoa© •• 
opportunities &t this ament are negligible* w© £*& that since Government : ' 
sponsored ptopagatai* agendas are lari ting f£«fe®tion w* should at least be £* a 
position to be ©aa»iste*Kfe in offering the sincere defector the oppor tunit y of 
■Starting a new life in oar eea country® He mattes' Maw we- may differ ytth regard 
to devio®® 'Umni peopieg I am sure we are all agreed that the people 

or the Waited State# have not changed la their desire teiffoapi refa gee# a refuge 
sad a aew lif% *s4aee the tery composition of mur «m pojwlation ha# depended la 
the past on a less# scale immigration® 

Another ray iaperfcaa* part of PEP operation# is that of "security* «# 
divorced from "iEteLligeag©**® pgp has received full #ap$?«fc from WSfA- th e 
military part of Wilted States occupaiiosa in Austria.* aad m se&irity clearance 
to which all PEP eULgiblas are subjected. Is in effect® A mpmamtiUMm of CWS 
and the Chief ©f tbs Security Branch of the Bahascy « both .here today «* wiH ' 
gladly mmmw qwesMoaa in this field® ' la addition* a representative txm 
another United, States intelligence agency Is present* 

AH concerned with the PEP operation in Austria am fuUy aware of the 
^ei^ty far Arising and i»p#»^hg eouM security 

weed out at the earliest possible opportunity those persons wh© any be acting ia 
the interests of the Soviets® We fully realise that In the escapee tee rosed##, 
a perse®, who beeadse of hit place of origin Is potentially an agent® Be nay - 
also' be m individual who has been trained la all the msbtilltl#* of 
Intelligent work® Ufe b©H**% however* that in the anttaar of aocurity we are 
doing everything we can to protect our country 9 # interests® 


X win mm ash Mr® 
prefers- to ash mam quo 


t to explain PSP 
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procedure® unless the group 





